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Synopsis

Ironically, the horrors of World War One produced a splendid flowering of British verse as young
poets, many of them combatants, confronted their own morality, the death of dear friends, the loss
of innocence, the failure of civilization, and the madness of war itself.This volume contains a rich
selection of poems from that time by Rupert Brooke, Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, Isaac
Rosenberg, and others known especially for their war poetry & ” as well as poems by such major
poets as Robert Graves, Thomas Hardy, A. E. Housman, Robert Bridges, and Rudyard
Kipling.Included among a wealth of memorable verses are Rupert Brooke’s "The Soldier," Wilfred
Owen’s "Anthem for Doomed Youth," "In the Pink" by Siegfried Sassoon, "In Flanders Fields" by
Lieut. Col. McCrae, Robert Bridges’ "To the United States of America," Thomas Hardy’s "In Time of
'The Breaking of Nations,"A as well as works by Walter de la Mare, May Wedderburn Cannan, Ivor
Gurney, Alice Meynell, and Edward Thomas.Moving and powerful, this carefully chosen collection
offers today’s readers an excellent overview of the brutal range of verse produced as poets

responded to the carnage on the fields of Belgium and France.
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Customer Reviews

| am not a poetry reader. Perhaps due to a lasting revulsion of forced readings in various literature
classes during my tenure in public school, poetry used to be a real turn off. Until | picked up this slim
book of poems of British World War | poets, that is. After a few pages of some of the excellent
poetry in this book, the pulse quickened, the lights came on, and poetry suddenly seemed

useful. World War | (1914-1918) is pretty much a forgotten war today. Occasionally, you’ll see a



documentary containing grainy footage of men in strange helmets climbing out of trenches, usually
moving at a freakishly quick pace due to the inadequacy of the early film process. WW/ is further
overshadowed by the mega-death body count of WWII. But WWI had its own unique horrors as the
nations involved resorted to poison gas, mechanized warfare, and attrition strategies to kill off some
15 million people. The new methods of mechanized warfare failed to stifle the human element of
war, and this is where these poems come into play. Some of the soldiers involved in the conflict
were poets and writers, and they used these talents to document the battlefield horrors for the folks
back home.There are male and female writers here, and those who were there and those who
stayed home. Those who served in the war do the best jobs with their poetry. Even May
Wedderburn Cannan, a woman who served as a nurse at Rouen, writes better poetry about the war
than such distinguished literary figures Rudyard Kipling and Thomas Hardy (both of whom write
from the safety of the home fires).Keeping in line with the subject matter, most of the poems are
grim and violent. Many of the poems focus on the incongruity of nature and violent acts of war.
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